Newland Communities to Host Life is good® Pumpkin Festival at
 Clarksburg Town Center, Maryland on October 20, 2007

Family event will carve nearly 2,000 pumpkins and raise funds for HomeAid and the Children’s Inn at NIH

September 26, 2007, CLARKSBURG, MD. – On October 20, 2007, Newland Communities, the nation’s largest community developer, will host its second annual Life is good® Pumpkin Festivals in 11 communities in seven states across the country. The Pumpkin Festivals are free to attend, giving thousands of families a fun-filled day featuring activities for all age groups, including pumpkin carving, games, live music, great food and more, all the while raising funds for charity. The first Pumpkin Festivals held in Newland communities took place in October 2006 and raised $400,000 for charities. 

The national beneficiary of the 2007 Life is good Pumpkin Festivals is HomeAid, a leading national non-profit provider of housing for today’s temporarily homeless. In addition, the Children’s Inn at National Institutes of Health (NIH) will benefit from the event. Children come from across the country and around the world to stay together with their families in The Inn’s healing environment while receiving groundbreaking medical treatments at the NIH, the world’s leading biomedical research center. While the NIH takes care of the child’s medical needs, The Inn tends to the child’s heart, soul and spirit.

“Our relationship with Newland Communities and Life is good is such a natural fit given our mutual desire to build stronger communities where we work and live,” said Genette Eaton, chief executive officer of HomeAid. ”The pumpkin festivals and the funds that they raise will have a tremendous impact on serving the temporarily homeless population in each of the participating Newland communities, helping families and individuals in need get back on their feet.”

“We are thrilled to again be a part of Newland Communities’ Clarksburg Town Center Pumpkin Festival,” said Fern Stone, director of development and public relations of the Children’s Inn at NIH. “Generous donations from last year’s event allowed us to purchase an aquarium that the kids love. The Festival is fun for the whole family and a true testament to the commitment Newland, Life is good and this community have for our children.” 

Eleven Newland communities will host 2007 Life is good Pumpkin Festivals, including 4S Ranch (San Diego, Calif.), Whitney Ranch (Rocklin Calif.), Estrella (Goodyear, Ariz.), Cinco Ranch (Katy, Texas), Summerwood (Houston, Texas), Falcon Pointe (Pflugerville, Texas), Sterling on the Lake (Atlanta, Ga.), Clarksburg Town Center (Clarksburg, Md.), Ladysmith Village (Ladysmith, Va.), FishHawk Ranch (Tampa, Fla.) and MiraBay (Apollo Beach, Fla.).

“As a developer of residential communities from coast to coast, we are proud to have the funds raised at our 2007 Life is good Pumpkin Festival benefit HomeAid and the Children’s Inn at NIH. We support the efforts of each charity and hope our contributions can help make a difference,” said Doug Delano, vice president of operations for Newland Communities’ DC Division. 

The alliance between Life is good, an apparel company that spreads good vibes through its colorful collection of clothing and accessories, and Newland Communities, one of the nation’s leading developers of residential communities, gives both companies an expanded way to reach out and give back to 

communities across the country. At each of the Pumpkin Festivals, funds are raised through the sale of specially designed Life is good Pumpkin Festival tee shirts, merchandise and donations. 

 “Good communities rally around great events and great causes,” said Bert Jacobs, Life is good co-founder and chief executive optimist. “Through our alliance with Newland Communities, both companies have an incredible opportunity to make a real difference. On October 20th, we will share a message of optimism with an expanded audience and raise major funds for children and families who need a helping hand."

To find out more about the Life is good Pumpkin Festivals visit www.newlandpumpkinfestival.com. 

About Newland Communities®

Newland Communities is a privately owned company that creates residential and urban mixed-use communities from coast to coast. Newland believes it has a responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities so people may live life in ways that matter most to them. Newland currently has nearly 40 communities underway in 14 states. For more information, visit www.newlandcommunities.com

About Life is good, Inc.®
Life is good®, based in Boston, Mass., spreads good vibes through its colorful collection of apparel and accessories, and the contagious smile of Jake, its optimistic cultural hero. Through its seasonal festivals held nationwide, the company has raised more than $2 million since 2004 for the Life is good Kids Foundation, which in turn has distributed 100% of funds raised to children facing unfair challenges. For more information, visit www.lifeisgood.com 

About HomeAid

HomeAid is a leading national non-profit provider of housing for today’s homeless. Founded in 1989, the organization has built housing for more than 75,000 men, women and children. HomeAid has completed more than 141 housing projects nationwide with another 60 projects currently in development. HomeAid includes a network of 21 chapters in 15 states and four offices in Newport Beach, Calif. (headquarters); Washington, D.C.; Augusta, Ga.; and New Orleans, La. (for hurricane-rebuilding efforts). For more information about HomeAid, call 1-888-3HOMEAID or visit www.homeaid.org.

