** U.S. Green Building Council and Newland Communities 

Launch Green Residential Web Site**

Clarksburg, MD (November 9, 2007) The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) and Newland Communities launched a new Web site, www.greenhomeguide.org, to give homeowners, homebuyers, renters and landlords the tools they need to ensure their homes are as healthy and environmentally friendly as possible.

The Green Home Guide was developed by USGBC and Newland Communities, the nation’s largest residential community developer, with a focus on sustainable Healthy Living Systems. The Green Home Guide details the ways green homes can benefit the health and pocketbooks of Americans, as well as reduce negative impacts on communities and the world. 

Benefits of green building:

· 40 percent less energy and 50 percent less water is used than in conventional homes

· Less water and energy use saves families money every month in utility bills

· Materials, paints and cleaning products that don’t emit harmful chemicals are used

· Construction has a focus on carefully selected materials that are recycled, locally produced and sustainable 

Green Building Growth:

· Green homes are becoming popular in the U.S. homebuilding market 
· In 2005, two percent of new home construction market was green-focused 

· By 2010 that number is estimated to be 10 percent

Clarksburg Town Center, located 35 miles northwest of D.C. along the I-270 corridor, is a 268-acre community being developed by Newland Communities. Clarksburg Town Center is designed to reflect the rich history of a town founded in 1752. This is evident in the traditional architectural styling of what will eventually be 1,204 town center homes. The community’s amenities include parks, playgrounds, a residents’ club with pool and fitness room, and an elementary school.

Newland Communities is a privately-owned company that creates residential and urban mixed-use communities from coast-to-coast. With expertise in creating a special sense of community, they bring to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land they develop. Newland believes it has a responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities so people may live life in ways that matter most to them. Newland currently has nearly 40 communities underway in 14 states. For more information please visit www.newlandcommunities.com.
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