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Tysons Corner, Virginia (10/09/2006) – Newland Communities announced today that it will co-host the first annual Clarksburg Life is Good® Pumpkin Festival on Saturday, October 21.  The day-long event music, food and seasonal fun designed to raise funds for two children’s charities, Camp Sunshine and the National Institutes of Health’s Children’s Inn.  The festival will be held from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Clarksburg Town Center future retail site located at Clarksburg Road and Public House Road in Clarksburg, Maryland.

“This festival is a chance for families in the Washington metro area to do two things at once: have a great time together and support programs that make life a little easier for seriously ill children and their families,” said Doug Delano, vice president of operations for Newland’s DC division. 

The Children’s Inn is part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) outside of Washington, D.C.  It provides sick children and their families with a warm, homey place to stay while undergoing treatment at the NIH and has served over 6,000 children since it opened its doors in 1990. 

Camp Sunshine is the only program in the United States that addresses the impact of life-threatening illness on every member of the immediate family, including the sick child, their parents and siblings.  The Camp, which is located in Maine, provides year-round support to the families, including medical care and bereavement counseling when needed.

The Clarksburg Pumpkin Festival is one of 16 that will be staged nationwide by Newland Communities and the Life Is Good® company in an effort to raise $175,000 for these non-profits. It will feature hayrides, games, food and cider and of course, pumpkin carving.  Newland has ordered 3,000 pumpkins from Butler’s Orchard for the Clarksburg event.  Newland and Life is Good® expect the combined festivals to carve upwards of 35,000 pumpkins in a single day.

“I plan to carve a pumpkin with a huge smile,” said Clarksburg resident Betty Forrest, “It may sound corny, but it’ll remind me of the grins that the Children’s Inn and Camp Sunshine put on the faces of hundreds of sick children and their families, people who could really use a reason to smile.”

About Newland® Communities 

Newland Communities has been creating desirable, livable communities across the nation for nearly four decades. With expertise in creating a special sense of community, Newland Communities brings to life the unique history, culture and traditions of the land they develop. Their active and long-term approach to community creation and development ensures delivery on their vision while responsibly managing their partners' investment. 

Headquartered in San Diego, California, Newland Communities is currently developing communities across the country in states including Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, California, Arizona, Nevada, Colorado, Oregon, Washington, Virginia, Minnesota and Maryland. Information on Newland Communities can be found at www.newlandcommunities.com. 

About Life is good, Inc ® 

Life is good ®, based in Boston, MA, spreads good vibes through its colorful collection of apparel and accessories, and the contagious grin of Jake, its optimistic cultural hero. For more information on Life is good ®, please visit www.lifeisgood.com 

About Children’s Inn at NIH ®

The Children's Inn at NIH is a private, non-profit, family-centered residence for pediatric outpatients at the National Institutes of Health and for their families. Its purposes are to keep children together with their families during serious illness, reduce their stress and facilitate their healing through mutual support, please visit www.childrensinn.com

About Camp Sunshine ®

Camp Sunshine is a year-round retreat, which provides respite, support, joy and hope to children with life-threatening illnesses and their immediate families through various stages of a child’s illness. The program is free of charge to all families, and includes 24-hour onsite medical and psychosocial support. Bereavement groups are also offered for families who have lost a child to an illness. For more information on Camp Sunshine, please visit www.campsunshine.org.
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