Newland Communities Donates More Than $40,000 to Local HomeAid Chapters
Two Checks of $20,000 Presented to HomeAid DC and Northern Virginia Chapters at Alexandria Life is good® Store
MCLEAN, Va. (April 4, 2008) – As a result of its second annual Life is good® Pumpkin Festival, Newland Communities, one of the nation’s largest community developers, recently presented checks in the amount of $20,000 to HomeAid DC and HomeAid Northern Virginia. HomeAid, is a leading national non-profit provider of housing for today’s temporarily homeless. 

The developer hosted its nationally-recognized pumpkin festival in eleven communities in seven states across the country in October. The local Pumpkin Festival’s at Clarksburg Town Center in Montgomery County, MD and Ladysmith Village in Caroline County, VA generated proceeds to benefit their local HomeAid Chapter, in addition to two local charities.


“The Life is good Pumpkin Festival was a wonderful fall celebration and the perfect way to bring families together to support HomeAid,” said Maggie Johnston with HomeAid Northern Virginia. “We are pleased with the support and donation from Newland Communities, which will allow us to continue to grow and provide the best housing for today’s temporarily homeless.


The local Life is good® Pumpkin Festivals were attended by more than 1500 children and adults who carved toothy grins into thousands of pumpkins and enjoyed good old-fashioned games, live music and great food. 


“We are delighted with the turn out for our second annual Life is good® Pumpkin Festival and are pleased to present more than $40,000 to HomeAid as a result,” said Rick Croteau, president of the Eastern Region for Newland Communities. “This event not only brought the community together, but also helped children and families in Maryland, Virginia and across the country.”

Eleven Newland communities held Life is good® Pumpkin Festivals, including 4S Ranch (San Diego, Calif.), Whitney Ranch (Rocklin, Calif.), Estrella (Goodyear, Ariz.), Cinco Ranch (Katy, Texas), Summerwood (Houston, Texas), Falcon Pointe (Austin, Texas), Sterling on the Lake (Atlanta, Ga.), Clarksburg Town Center (Clarksburg, Md.), Ladysmith Village (Ladysmith, Va.), FishHawk Ranch (Tampa, Fla.) and MiraBay (Apollo Beach, Fla.).

The alliance between Life is good®, an apparel company that spreads good vibes through its colorful collection of clothing and accessories, and Newland Communities gives both companies an expanded way to reach out and give back to communities across the country. At each of the Pumpkin Festivals, funds are raised through the sale of specially designed Life is good® Pumpkin Festival tee shirts and merchandise as well as public donations.

About Newland Communities®
Newland Communities is a privately owned company that creates residential and urban mixed-use communities from coast to coast. Newland believes it has a responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities so people may live life in ways that matter most to them. Newland currently has nearly 40 communities underway in 14 states. For more information, visit www.newlandcommunities.com

About Life is good, Inc.®
Life is good®, based in Boston, Mass., spreads good vibes through its colorful collection of apparel and accessories, and the contagious smile of Jake, its optimistic cultural hero. Through its community festivals held nationwide, the company has raised more than $2 million since 2004 for the Life is good Kids Foundation, which in turn has distributed 100% of funds raised to children facing unfair challenges. For more information, visit www.lifeisgood.com
About HomeAid®
HomeAid is a leading national non-profit provider of housing for today's homeless. Founded in 1989, the organization has built housing for more than 80,000 men, women and children. Established by the Building Industry Association of Southern California, an affiliate of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), HomeAid has completed more than 150 housing projects nationwide with another 62 projects currently in development. HomeAid includes a network of 22 chapters in 16 states and four offices in Newport Beach, CA (headquarters); Washington, D.C.; Augusta, GA; and New Orleans, LA (for hurricane rebuilding efforts). For more information about HomeAid, call 1-888-3HOMEAID or visit www.homeaid.org.

